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Joint Session of City Superintendents and State School Boards 


For the first time in the history of public 
ducation in Illinois representatives of 
oards of education are to meet with the 
ity superintendents to discuss matters in 
hich they are mutually interested. This, 
e believe, is a step that should be encour- 
zed, The State School Boards’ Association 
as organizd last year and held its initial 
neeting at Quincy. The City Superin- 
endents’ Association, which has met here- 
fore during some evening of the State As- 
ociation, voted unanimously to meet this 
ear with the school boards. Practically 
o opportunity has been afforded in the 
ast for those who are concernd with the 
rganization, management, administration, 
ind supervision of schools to consider the 
roblems belonging in each of these fields. 
Almost two hundred school superin- 
endents assembled at the University 
ff Minnesota for one full week last 
pring and devoted their entire time 
o a consideration of administrativ and 
supervisory problems. For a number of 
vears a superintendents’ institute, two 
weeks in length, has been held at the state 
normal school at Emporia, Kansas, This 
last year the superintendents of Nebras- 
ka met for three days at the state uni- 
versity and a similar meeting was held in 
Philadelphia at the University of Pennsyl- 
vania. The superintendents of Iowa have al- 


ready arrangd for a three days’ meeting in 
December of this year. These meetings are 
an indication of progress. They show that 
superintendents are becoming profession- 
ally self-conscious with respect to ad- 
ministrativ matters. It is to be hoped. 
therefore, that the superintendents of Illi- 
nois will appreciate the possibilities c 
such a movement and that a large number 
of them may be in attendance November 
18 and 19. 

A number of very important topics, fun- 
damental to the management and admin- 
istration of public schools, will be discust. 
Mr. S. A. Courtis of Detroit will talk 
on educational diagnosis. Mr. F. E. Wil- 
liamson, a member of the last Legislature, 
will present the legislative needs of IIli- 
nois. Superintendents R. G. Jones of Rock- 
ford will discuss the rating of teachers; Dr. 
Eugene Davenport, vocational education 
and the state; Dr. Franklin Bobbitt of the 
University of Chicago, school costs; State 
Superintendent Frances G. Blair, economy 
in school administration; Mr. Henry Cur- 
tis, formerly secretary of the Playground 
Association of America, the playground 
movement. Most of the meetings will be 
in the nature of round-table sessions so 
that ample opportunity may be given for 
free discussion. 


The High School Conference 


The annual meeting of the High School 
Conference at the University of Illinois, 
Urbana, occurs as usual at the week end 
before Thanksgiving, November 19 to 21. 
The topic for the general sessions is “The 
Readjustment of the Program of Studies.” 
Dr. W. C, Bagley will open this discussion 
on Thursday evening by speaking of the 
Principles which Apply in Determining 
Maxima and Minima or Constants and Var- 
iables in the Program. 


Friday evening there will be presented 
some results of a year’s study of the prob- 
lem by the educational leaders of St. Louis 
when President J. W. Withers, of the Har- 
ris Teachers’ College, will give an address 
on “The Principles upon which Readjust- 
ments of the Program of Studies Shoulda 
be Based.” . : 

_ ‘The Saturday morning session will again 
take up the discussion. There will be a 
sub-committee report by Dr. C H. John- 
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ston, Chairman, on “The Administrativ 
Factors in the Readjustment of the Curri- 
cula of the Schools.” This will be fol- 
lowed by an address by Principal M. H. 
Stuart, Manual Training High School, In- 
dianapolis, who will speak on “The Cor- 
relation of Academic and Vocational Work 
in High Schools.” In this discussion Mr. 
Stuart will present the results of an actual 
attempt at correlating these two fields in 
the manual training high school of Indian- 
apolis. 

Another important aspect of the discus- 
sion on readjustment will refer particularly 
to the science curriculum. This will occur 
in a joint session of the sections on Agri- 
culture, Biology, Domestic Science, Geog- 
raphy, and Physical Science, on Friday 
afternoon. First will be a report of the 
committee on General Science Course ap- 
pointed last year. The leaders in the dic- 
cussion will be Dr. J. F. Woodhull of Co- 
lumbia University, Professor F. D. Barber 
of Normal University, Normal, Illinois, 
and Professor J. M. Coulter, University of 


Simpler Spelling—‘‘Poor 


Illinois State Teachers’ Association, 
Offis of Committee on Simplified Spelling 
(Created 1902) 
Oak Park, Sept. 25, 1914. 
Dear Dr. Coffman: 

Your frank declaration in your Septem- 
ber issue of loyalty to yourself as well as 
to the State Teachers’ Association respect- 
ing the form of svelling which it has adopt- 
ed is appreciated, I am sure, by every 
friend of simvler spelling. In a cause in 
which prejudis and intolerance are so 
much in evidence as they are in opposition 
to improvement in our spelling it would 
ill behoove its advocates to indulge the 
same spirit. 

Simpler spelling was adopted by the As- 
sociation on the recommendation of its 
standing committee on that subject. I was 
and am chairman of the committee and was 
primarily responsible for that action. Your 
strictures as to the wisdom and. benefit 
of it clearly require a statement from me. 
Wence I ask you to print this reply. 

I beliey thor@y in freedom of speech 
and of opinion in the editor’s chair. I 


Chicago, each of whom will speak on a dif- 
ferent pbase of the problem. 

But as usual the section meetings will 
be the main feature, holding the program 
for the entire day on Friday ,with the ex- 
ception of the joint session of science sec- 
tions as noted above. These also will offer 
strong programs at the forenoon sessions. 
Space will not permit us to give details of 
these section programs here, but they will 
fully maintain previous records of the Con- 
ference. 

The other sections besides the science 
groups already mentioned, holding sessions 
from 9 to 12 in the forenoon and from 2 to 
5 in the afternoon are: Administration, 
Classical, Commercial, County Superin- 
tendents and Village Principals, English, 
Manual Arts, Mathematics, Modern Lan- 
guage, Music and Social Sciense. 

For full program bulletin address High 
School Visitor, Room 209 University Hall, 
Urbana. For room reservations near cam- 
pus write to the same address. 


Policy and Bad Practis” ? 


believ just as thoroly that every’ editor 
should hold himself accountable for his 
opinions and his speech and in good nature 
should take what he givs. 

Thruout your article you hav taken your 
“personal opinion” as your sole standard 
of what is wise in this matter. You hav 
not vouchsaft a single word either in facts 
or logic as to your reasons. In order to 
meet you on your own ground you compel 
me to discuss the comparativ value of your 
opinion on this question which I shall do 
with perfect respect and curtesy. 

In Contrast With the Opinions of All the 
Experts. 

Since the appearance in 1876 of his bril- 
liant essay on English Spelling by Max 
Mneller, Professor of Comparativ Filology 
in Oxford University, England, and one of 
the foremost filologists and scholars which 
the world has produced, al] the experts in 
the science of filology hav ranged. them- 
selvs with him in denouncing the absurdity 
and wrong of English spelling. You can 
not name a‘single scholar in- Europe or 

‘America’ who ranks as a scientist -in this 





THE ILLINOIS TEACHER 3 


epartment who defends its anomalies and 
rregularities. Our own Dr, Whitney of 
vale, editor of the Century Directory, Dr. 
farch of Lafayette ,editor of the Standard, 
nd Dr. W. T. Harris, editor of Webster, 
ind in the debate with ernestness, as did 
any other scholars of eminence. Before 
800 the contest was over so far as the 
cholars were concernd. Every argument 
laiming a basis in science, or reason, or 
istory had been completely anserd. Pre- 
idis, sentiment, inconveniences were the 
nly “arguments” left, and you will agree 
iat they are not arguments, but simply ap- 
als to the selfishness of the individual 
ho ignores the rights and interests of 
ie billions of children yet unborn who 
iust lern to use our English tung, unless 
he Kaiser wins. Only a very few prom- 
ent educators today oppose the move- 
nent. The arguments in favor are too 
verwhelming. Eminent advocates by the 
core say frankly with the late Richard 
Vatson Gilder. “All my prejudices are 
genst it; all my convictions are in favor 
of it.” On this basis the matter becomes 


nerely a question between a man and his 


onscience. In the last analysis it is a 
juestion of Christian morals, of following 
he golden rule. 

In the same line of contrasts with your 
personal opinion let me call to your atten- 
‘ion to the record of the N. E. A. After 
the twelv “apostolic” words were adopted 
in 1896 several efforts to rescind the rule 
were made on your argument of “poor pol- 
icy and bad practis.” Every effort faild and 
found the rule more and more strongly en- 
irencht. The rule provides that the author 
of any paper who wishes to hav it appear 
in the regular spelling in the volum of Pro- 
eeedings can hav his wish by notifying the 
Secretary. For several years it was quite 
common for the rule to be thus waved in 
one or more papers each year. Of late 
years no such request has been made. 

At the late meeting of the N. E. A. at St. 
Paul, the chairman of the Committee on 
Resolutions was Pres. Wm. O. Thompson, 
of the State University of Ohio (at Colum- 
bus), and in the membership (a total of 
twelv) were such men as Dr. P..—..Claxton, 
U. S. Commissioner of Education, Supt. 
Chas. E. Chadsey of Detroit, Dean G. W. 
Luckey, University of Nebraska, Francis 
G. Blair, State Supt. of Illinois ,Adelaide 


Steele Baylor, Asst, State Supt. of Indiana, 
etc. The committee was unanimous in 
signing its report, which was prorourced 
on evry hand one of the ablest declarations 
of principles ever submitted to the asso- 
ciation. Over an hour was spent in dis- 
cussing it in the annual meeting and sev- 
eral amendments were made. As amended 
it was adopted by unanimous vote. The 
second of its fifteen paragrafs is this: 

“The Association reports with satisfac- 
tion the attitude of the public toward the 
progress in the simplification of our spell- 
ing as shown by the action of educational 
institutions in adopting the forms in use by 
the National Educational Association. 

In the debate not a word was raised 
agenst this resolution. The committee was 
unanimous. The vote of the activ members 
in a full meeting was unanimous and with 
out debate. Is it not perfectly fair and 
proper for me to put this by the side of 
your opinion and ask the reader to look 
on both? 

Attitude of the Teachers of Illinois. 

In 1902 the Illinois committee which 
recommends the action which is so offensiv 
to you was created and has been in con- 
stant existence ever since. The fact that 
approvriations of various sums from $50 
to $150 hav been voted to our committee, 
amounting. I believ, to a_ total of $600, is 
evidence which ought to dispel your dout, 
it seems to me, as to the strength of the 
conviction of Illinois teachers in favor of 
this reform. No request by our committee 
for an appropriation has ever been refused 
nor has any action hostil to the cause ever 
been taken so far as I remember. 

In this connection I believ the members 
of the association like to view the names 
of their committee whose judgment you 
so hevily discount. I confess that for one 
I am proud of the eminence in scholarship 
and practical affairs of the men who hav 
consented to identify themselvs with this 
movement by serving on our committee. 
They thoroly endorse the action you 
would like to undo. Here is the list: 

Dr. E. J. James, President State Uni- 
versity of Illinois, Urbana. 

Dr. A. W. Harris, President Northwest- 
ern University, Evanston. 

Rev. William EB. Barton, Minister First 
Cong, Church, Oak Park and Editor The 
Advance. 
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FE. C. Rosseter, Dist. Supt. Schools, Chi- 
cago. 

Professor Nathaniel (Butler, 
of Chicago. 

Dr, William B. Owen, President Teach- 
ers’ College, Chicago, Chicago. 

Rev. Samuel Fallows, Bishop Reformed 
Episcopal Church, Chicago. 

Rev. R. A. White, Minister 
Church, Englewood. 

Dr, W. A. Evans, Editorial Staff Chicago 
Tribune, 

Dr. Thomas McClelland, President Knox 
College, Galesburg. 

Dr. David Felmley, President State Nor- 
mal University, Normal. 

Professor C. L, Esbjorn, Augustana Col- 
lege, Rock Island. 

R. E. Hieronymus, Sec’y State Educat. 
Commis., Eureka. 

Wm. Hawley Smith, Author “Evolution 
of Dodd,” etc., Peoria. 

E. O. Vaile, Chairman, Oak Park, Illinois. 

The rising vote on the resolution showd 
109 for and 63 agenst. On American poli- 


University 


People’s 


tical principles the State organization of 
teachers is regarded as representing the 


sentiment of the whole body, and that vote 
should be respected as indicating the senti- 
ment of the whole body, unti] another vote 
is taken. Yet your are willing to cast a 
slur on the vote by saying it is “presumed” 
to express the will of the teachers of the 
State. I venture to think you are the last 
man who should cast such an aspersion. 
Pray tell us by how many votes you were 
elected Secretary of the Association. If 
the action of the “conference” which chose 
you was duly validitated by the Board of 
Directors you were elected by five votes; 
but I would not think of discrediting you 
or myself by saying you are “presumed” 
to represent the teachers of the State. 
Those five votes were the constitutional 
and legitimate representativ of the 11,000 
members of the Association and makes the 
honor conferd on you perfectly valid and 
I am glad to be one of the 11,000 whose 
proxy was thus voted. But I object to your 
resorting to such a process to discredit the 
vote by which the Association adopted 
simplified spelling. 
Every Reform Has to Be Paid For. 

No intelligent’ man can éxpect a reform 
in our spelling to be brought about with- 
out expense and inconvenience. We must 


pay the price as in evry other reform. The 
friends of the movement believ it will be 
worth immesurably more to the genera- 
tions coming than it will cost the genera- 
tions who will hav to pay for it. The ex- 
tra expense in printing of which you speak 
is merely incidental to the transition from 
the old to the new and will disappear in 
time, 

The action of the Association was “poor 
policy and bad practis”! That may be. 
But why in the name of fairness and of 
respect for your readers do you not submit 
your proof? Personal “opinions” are 
all right so far as they go. All depends 
on whose they are, as you must admit. At 
best they are not demonstrations. Your 
reasons, good my lord? 

The identical resolution which you con- 
demn was past the same day by the Mod- 
ern Language Association in session in 
Chicago, comprising the leading professors 
in that department in all the colleges and 
universities in the country. The Chicago 
Principals’ Club later adopted the same, 
and last summer the Ohio Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation voted unanimously to adopt what- 
ever simplifications are used by the N. E. 
A. Thus your opinion of the action of our 
Association is offset. : 

Following that action and more or less 
directly induced by it, a considerable list 
of simplifications was adopted by the Chi- 
cago Evening Post, the Bloomington (IIl.) 
Pantagraph, the Winona (Minn.) Herald. 
A larger list was adopted by the State 
Universities of Illinois, Ohio, N, Dakota, 
Northwestern, and about twenty of the 
foremost colleges in these States. There 
is good prospect that the number of in- 
stitutions and journals will be doubled this 
academic year. 

If these results of the step taken by our 
Association prove it was “poor policy and 
bad practis” I sincerely wish our Commit- 
tee might inaugurate another step of the 
same character. 

The Will Very Slowly Masters Ingraind 
Habits. 

It seems idle for you to query whether 
the passage of the resolution “has actually 
modified practis,” “how much good simpli- 
fied spelling has accomplishd,” etc. You 
must be enough of a psychologist to under- 


‘stand that eye habits, i. e. metital associa- 


tions, into which we are traind from in- 
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icy, become so fixt in maturity that the 
ort necessary to change them is repug- 
nt to us. To make the effort requires 
strong and persistent exercise of will. 
re lies the chief secret of the opposi- 
n felt by so many. To overcome it re- 
ires time. To see the new forms in print 
d compel ourselvs not to shy at them is 
' beginning of the new habit. Herein 
s the filosofy of getting the new forms 
o print and before the eyes of teachers 
particular who hav the most potent in- 
nce in arousing the social conscience in 
s matter. This is the main anser to 
ir queries. But program, catalog, quar- 
_ ete., are becoming establisht. This is 
-econd anser. 
Ultra-conservativ Or Not? 
You object to being deemd ultra-conserv- 
v because of your strenuous opposition 
this reform. I respect your feeling but 
nust confess it is encuraging to see the 
ponents of spelling reform betraying a 
le sensitivness on the peint. Does it not 
: ow that the logic of the cause is stirring 
eir conscience and altruism a little? But 


re is a difficulty. A large and authori- 
iv portion of the community, including 


> men whose opinion on this subject is 
most worth, approve the forms tho, thru, 
oro, program, catalog, etc., while you de- 
\ utly disapprove them. Not only so, you 
s em to hold to the old form axe, which 
actically dropt out of reputable American 
isage before you were born, if I may ges 
at you are about 40. Your present use of 
axe indicates that your personal prefer- 
nee is for gaol, a colour, musick, etc., 
‘hich became obsolete only a little 
arlier. How much further back you would 
‘0 in this line if guided only by your per- 
sonal opinion is a question. Do you see 
any place where you can consistently stop? 
Really, Mr. Coffman, if you forbid the term 
ultra-conservativ in such a case please 
giv us one that you think will fit better. 
Technicality Waved. 

Whether the rules adopted by the Asso- 
ciation before the reorganization are still 
in force. It is hard to see how an old or- 
ganization can be made into a literally new 
one by the simple process of amending 
its constitution. That was the only process 
used. We hav no desire to take advantage 
of a technicality. Let the subject be 
thrasht out agen on the floor of the Asso- 


ciation if the Board of Directors deem it 
advisable out of deference to an individual 
member to revive an issue which was con- 
clusively settled four years ago in the regu- 
lar American fashion’s decisive majority 

If you insist on another fight over the 
question of course the Executiv Committee 
should assign it a definit place on the print- 
ed program and reasonable time for full 
debate. Nothing less would be fair. 

As the years hav past and I hav seen 
this movement grow slowly but surely I 
hay felt increasing comfort that it was by 
my initiativ and effort that the “twelv 
words were selected and adopted in 1898. 
My feeling has strengthened as the ini- 
tiativ taken by our Committee in the 1911 
meeting of the Association has led to such 
substantial results among the universities 
and colleges of this region. > 

Now, to hav a friend in your position, 
right here on the main battle-field of this 
reform, stand up so confidently and pro- 
nounce the two most fruitful things which 
I hav brought about as “poor policy and 
bad practis” staggers me and makes me 
wonder what is coming. Are the teachers 
of Illinois, viewing the record in this cause 
which they hav made and the present en- 
curaging situation which they hav done so 
much to bring about, going to take a back 
ward step? I can not think so. 

Respectfully Yours, 
E, O. VAILE. 

P. S. Just as the above was ready to 
mail to you the October number of the 
Teacher has brought me a most painful 
surprise. Such slaps by the press at simp- 
ler spelling as you quote from the St. Paul 
Dispatch hav but little effect today and 
they are much less frequent than formerly. 
The surprise is that a man of your intelli- 
gence and of the loyalty to clear obliga- 
tions which you avowd in your article 
above anserd, could giv his countenance to 
such clap-trap and lend it publicity under 
the circumstances in which you are editing 
the Teacher. If you really knew the 
American press, the best of it, you would 
not say that its attitude is fairly indicated 
by that paragraf, for it is not, 

The facts in regard to the paragraf are 
these: The reporter was in the lobby of 
the hotel most of the forenoon of July 8. 
and pickt up his items. The annual meet- 
ing of the N. E. A. occurd from 11 a, m. 
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to after 1 that day. The reporters were 
not admitted. The representativ of the 
Evening Dispatch turnd in his “copy” not 
knowing anything about the action of the 
Annual Meeting which I hav reported 
above. The managing editor refused to 
hav the paragraf corrected. From this you 
see the value of the morsel as to facts 
to which you hav given credence to your 
undoing. I am sorry. 


The painful effect of the spirit you exhibit 
in exploiting that item from the Dispatch 
would hav been alleviated if, when quoting 


Imported High School Teachers 


Dr, Lotus D, Coffman, 
Urbana, Illinois: 
Dear Mr. Coffman:— 

Your letter asking for a statement con- 
cerning the new certificating law as it 
affects high school teachers coming into 
this State from other states is at hand. 

The new certificating law provides for 
the granting of a county high school cer- 
tificate good for teaching or supervising 
in any high school in the county of issue 
and in any other county of the State when 
endorsed by the county’ superintendent 
thereof upon evidence of successful teach- 
ing certified to by the superintendent of 
the county where such teaching was done. 
This certificate is good for three years and 
is renewable indefinitely, thus making it 
a limited life State certificate, and is 
granted without examination to graduates 
of recognized normal schools, colleges and 
universities who offer, within three years 
after graduation, certified credits in lieu 
of examination in the eight subjects re- 
quired for examination for such certifi- 
cates. Moreover, the law provides for the 
recognition of State and county certificates 
obtained in other states under conditions 
similar to those in Illinois. The Examin- 
ing Board is at work now preparing a list 
of the various kinds of certificates granted 
in other states of the Union with a view 
to advising county superintendents as to 
what county certificates from such states 
they may honor. 

Some little confusion has arisen over 
the matter of exchange of state certificates, 
Many states give a life certificate to those 
who graduate from normal schools, colleges 


from the article on “Spelling” in the Chi- 
cago School Report, you had quoted the em- 
fatic advice in the article that the Board 
should approve the more current of the 
new spellings for optional use in the Chi- 
cago schools. 

Note—The editor spells ax in the regu- 
lar or accepted way. The spelling referred 
to in the September number was a typo- 
graphical error ,which we regret. We have 
no desire to revert to earlier forms of 
spelling. 


and the New Certificating Law 


or universities. In Illinois the law re- 
quires that the graduates of normal 
sehools, colleges and universities shall 
stand an examination in at least three sub- 
jects and present a thesis on some educa- 


tional topic. A person holding a life cer- 


* tificate from Michigan which was granted 


upon graduation from a_ college, presents 
the same in Illinois. It cannot be honored 
and an Illinois life certificate granted in 
exchange because the Michigan certificate 
was not obtained under conditions similar 
to those in Illinois. It may be that the 
Michigan law is better than the [Illinois 
law, but so long as the Illinois law re- 
mains as it is, to grant an Illinois life cer- 
tificate for a Michigan life certificate 
would be discriminating against the normal 
schools, colleges and universities of Illi- 
nois. Young men or young women from 
Illinois attending one of the Michigan col- 
leges or universities could receive a life 
certificate upon graduation, come to Illinois 
and have that certificate endorsed for life 
in Illinois. Another young man or young 
woman every whit as capable, might enter 
the Illinois University or the Chicago Uni- 
versity at the same time and graduate at 
the same time. If he sought to secure an 
Illinois life certificate, it would be neces- 
sary for him to submit a thesis and take an 
examination upon at least three subjects. 

There is still another provision of the 
law which is applicable to high school 
teachers coming into the State. It is called 
an emergency certificate which may be of 
any grade and may be granted by the coun- 
ty superintendent to any person and. is 
good until the next regular examination. 
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yme times it happens that a teacher com- 
g into the State has some difficulty in 
curing and offering to the county super- 
tendent or Examining Board the neces- 
‘ry credentials, In order that such a 
acher may begin his work and draw pub- 
ce money, he must hold some kind of a 
rtificate which authorizes him to do the 
aching. This emergency certificate can 
» issued covering the time necessary for 


him to collect and furnish the required © 
data. The law is new and far reaching in 
its effects. It is no criticism of the prin- 
ciple of the law to discover that in its ini- 
tiation some inconvenience and occasion- 
ally some injustice is done applicants from 
other states. 
Yours sincerely, 
F. G, BLAIR, 
Superintendent. 


Encouraging Signs 


We have recently been encouraged by 
ie action of the Western and Eastern Di- 
isions of the State Association in recom- 
ending appropriations to assist in carry- 
ig on the work of the survey. These as- 
vciations also passed resolutions pledging 
ieir support to the movement. These 
re hopeful signs and lead us to believe 
iat we shall yet be able to carry this im- 
ortant work to a successful conclusion. 
The co-operation necessary for the suc- 
ess of the movement entails a certain 
mount of drudgery on the part of those 
ho are requested to supply information. 
Ve know of no way to avoid this, but we 
eel that the willingness of teachers to 
help is a test of their professional spirit 
and enthusiasm. We are convinced that 
the teachers of this state are interested in 
the problems with which the survey is con- 
vernd. They want some system of retire- 
ment allowances a minimum salary sched- 


ule, better tenure, minimum qualifications 
for different classes of teachers, standards 
by which certain administrativ features of 
the school may be judged, criteria for es- 
timating the value of instruction, bases for 
determining the efficiency of the course of 
study, and a more suitable distribution of 
school money. Such matters as these as 
well as those that refer to elimination or 
retardation, the care of exceptional chil- 
dren, the conditions affecting vocational 
education, and the agencies used to extend 
the usefulness of the school plant, can only 
be solved by making a careful inventory of 
the educational situation in the state as 
it relates to them. When large teachers’ 
organizations give their approval and their 
support to the survey it increases our faith 
in teachers in general, and leads us to be- 
lieve that this important movement cannot 
possibly fail in Mlinois. 


Points on School Law—Transfers 


A pupil of any grade may be transferd 
from one district to another upon the writ- 
ten consent of the majority of the direct- 
ors of each district as provided by section 
12p of the general school law. 

A permit of transfer may not be granted 
for more than one year. 

When a pupil is thus transferd the 
tuition must be paid by the district in 
which the pupil resides from the educa- 
tional fund. 

When there are fewer than six pupils in 
school the pupils may be transferd and 
transported to another school at the ex- 
pense of the district. The transfer and 


transportation of such pupils will entitle 
the district to its share of the State dis- 
tributive fund. 

The duty of collecting tuition devolves 
upon the directors of the district in which 
the school is taught. on 

If a child is actually dwelling in a school 
district, so that some person has the care 
of it, and it is within school age and not 
instructed elsewhere, that child has the 
right to attend the public school. It is 
not necessary that the child be legally 
adopted. Board of Education v, Lease, 
64A-60. 
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JOINT SESSION CITY SUPERINTEND- 
ENTS’ AND STATE SCHOOL 
BOARDS’ ASSOCIATIONS, 
Urbana-Champaign, November 18-19, 1914 


Wednesday, November 18, at 2 p, m.—228 
Natural History Hall. 

Address, “Educational Diagnosis” by S. 
A. Curtis, of Detroit, of Curtis Tests 
Fame. 

Round table discussion following ad- 
dress, 
Wednesday, 4-6 P. M— 
Tour of the University grounds. 
Wednesday, 8 P. M— 
Joint session of City Superintendents’ 
Association and School Board Associa- 
tion—Morrow Hall. 
Topic—Legislative Needs. 
Reports by members of School Boards 
from twelve Illinois cities. 
Discussion by F. E. Williamson ,Ur- 
bana, and H. S. Magill, Jr., Springfield. 
Thursday, November 19, 9 A. M., Room 202 
Lincoln Hall. 
Address—The Rating of 
Supt. R. G. Jones, Reckford. 
Discussion by Mr. A. C, Boyce, Chi- 
cago. 
Address—The Nature and Scope of 
School Supervision, Dr. L. D, Coffman. 
Business session, election of officers, 
reports of committees. 


Teachers— 


Thursday, 2 P. M., Morrow Hall— 

Joint session with School Board Asso- 
ciation. 

Address — Supervisory control by 
means of educational standards, S. A. 
Courtis, 

Discussion by Supt. O. S. Thompson. 
Vocational Education and the State— 
Dr. Eugene Davenport, University of 
Illinois, 

The annual High School Conference be- 
tween the University of Illinois and its ac- 
credited high schools will open its sessions 
on Thursday evening and continue until 
Saturday noon. All superintendents and 
board members are invited to attend any 
or all of these meetings. 

Wednesday, November 18, 2 P. M. Chapel 
University Hall— 
Address—“School Costs,” Dr. Bobbitt, 
University Chicago. 
General discussion. 
Address Economy of School Adminis- 
tration, State Supt. F. G. Blair. 
Thursday, November 19, 9 A. M.— 
Address—The Playground Movement, 
Mr. Henry S. Curtis, former secretary 
Playground Association of America. 
General discussion. 





Calendar of illinois Teachers’ Meeting. 
Northwestern Division, November 6-7, 
Elgin, Illinois. 
Chicago Division, 
cago, Illinois, 
State School Boards’ Association, Ur- 
bana, Nov. 18-19. 

State Superintendents’ Association, Ur- 
bana, November 18-19. 

High School Conference, Urbana, Illi- 
nois, November 19-20-21. 

State Teachers’ Meeting, Springfield, 
Illinois, December 29-30-31. 

Central Division of State Association, 
Normal, Illinois, April 2-3. 


November 21, Chi- 





ON PROBATION 

Several advertisers have given us a 
trial this month as an advertising medium. 
If these ads produce results the Illinois 
Teacher may expect further patronage from 
them. Give them a gentle reminder when 
you write and tell them where you saw 
their ad. 

Boost the Teacher. 
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History in the Elementary School 
W. C, Bagley. 


fhe special investigation of the program 
studies in connection with the Illinois 
hool Survey has revealed many inter- 
ting facts which will be reported from 
me to time in the Illinois Teacher and 
ner school journals. 

In connection with history, for example, 

ere is a very wide variation among differ- 

t cities of the State regarding the kind 

history work done in the sixth grade, 

d rather marked uniformity in the sev- 

th and eighth grade history work, 

Out of twenty city systems in Illinois, for 

ample, we find one emphasizing state 

story in the sixth grade, and in the same 
ade, four present an introduction to Eu- 
pean history, seven treat American his- 
ry from the biographical point of view, 

id eight begin the chronological treatment 

American history. 

This situation is not peculiar to Illinois. 
f thirty-two city systems outside the 
tate, seven attempt European history in 
ie sixth grade, fourteen content them- 
‘Ives with a biographical treatment of 
merican history, and eleven begin the sys- 
ematic, chronological work in American 
history. 

The variation is also shown by the texts 
‘sed. Among the twenty Illinois cities, 
only one book is used in as many as five 
systems. In forty cities outside Illinois, 
ihe record is held by one book that is used 


in eight systems. Eleven different basic 
texts for extra grade history are represent. 
ed among the twenty Illinois systems cov- 
ered by this study. 

The seventh and eighth grade work in 
history, on the other hand, is much more 
uniform in these twenty Illinois cities, and 
also among the forty cities outside of the 
State. In general the work comprises a 
systematic, chronological survey of Amer- 
ican history. There is a wide variation in 
text books in the seventh and eighth 
grades, but not so wide as in the sixth 
grade. There is a decided tendency in the 
eighth grade to teach history by the topical 
method rather than through a single text. 
For example, in six of the twenty Illinois 
systems, the topical method is employed; 
and practically the same proposition holds 
in the cities outside of the State, 

There is a suggestion of a tendency in 
these facts that it will be interesting to 
watch as the Survey progresses, The re- 
semblances among city systems of schools as 
regards programs of work seem to be much 
more marked when the comparison is 
among cities of the same “class” through- 
out the country than when the comparison 
is among cities in the same State. 

The point of immediate importance, how- 
ever, is the very clear lack of agreement 
as to what kind of history (if any) should 
be taught in the sixth grade. 


Resolutions of Western Division 


To the Officers and Members of the West- 
ern Section of the Illinois State Teachers’ 
Association: 

WE, your Committee on Resolutions, 
would respectfully submit the following: 

WHEREAS, The work of teachers should 
be put on a better professional basis and 
the faithful service of those long in the 
work should be recognized by providing 
competency for old age; RESOLVED, that 
we favor the enactment of a law providing 
for a state-wide Teachers’ Retirement Fund 
and urge speedy legislation for the same. 

WHEREAS, It is found that certain chil- 
dren now enroled in our public schools 


are found delinquent to such an extent 
that they cannot well be taught with profit 
to themselves and without detriment to 
others; RESOLVED, that we favor the es- 
tablishment of special schools for such de- 
linquent children. 


WHEREAS, The extension work which 
has been carried on by the Western Illinois 
State Normal School for the past two or 
three years has proved so successful and so 
helpful to teachers in this section of the 
State and WHEREAS, the new certificat- 
ing law requires greater professional train- 
ing on the part of teachers, thus creating 
a still greater need for the extension work 





10 THE ILLINOIS TEACHER 


already begun; RESOLVED, that we favor 
an increased appropriation for the Western 
Illinois State Normal School in order that 
it may enlarge its extension work and 
make it more possible for teachers to se- 
cure the professional training needed. To 
this end we endorse the establishment of 
summer normal school centers which shall 
be under the auspices of the W. I. S. N. S. 

WHEREAS, Action is being urged in the 
way of legislation with regard to vocational 
education in this State; RESOLVED, that 
we endorse the position taken in this mat- 
ter by the Illinois State Teachers’ Associa- 
tion, 

WHEREAS, An effort is being made by 
the State Teachers’ Association to secure 
more definit data to aid in securing better 
and much needed school legislation; RE- 
SOLVED, that we endorse the making of 
a state school survey which has recently 
been and is now being carried on, 

WHEREAS, The new certificating law 
calls for greater professional training on 
the part of teachers, thus incurring greater 
expense in securing such training; RE- 
SOLVED, that we again ge on record as fa- 


voring the enactment of a minimum wage 
law in Illinois. 

WHEREAS, the State school tax is most 
equitable and just, and WHEREAS, 
through it the districts most need- 
ing help can best secure help; RE- 
SOLVED, that we favor the amendment of 
of the restoration of the two mill tax. 

WHEREAS, The present high school 
privilege law is indefinit in many ways in 
its provisions and therefore leads to both 
confusion and opposition to the law; RE- 
SOLVED, that we favor the a mendment of 
the said law in such a way as to make 
it more definite in its application. 

WHEREAS, There seems to be an hon- 
est. difference of opinion as to the feasibil- 
ity of reform spelling; RESOLVED, that 
we ask the reconsideration of the action 
taken by the State Teachers’ Association 
of Illinois. 

Respectfully submitted, 
E. G. BAUMAN, 
CAROLINE GROTE, 
M. M, COOK, 
Committee. 


Illinois State Teachers’ Association 


The annual meeting of the Illinois State 
Teachers’ Association will be held in the 
capital building in Springfield Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday, December 29, 
30, 31, 

The program for the general sessions 
will include addresses by Pres. H. W. 
Shryock, Carbondale, Supt. H. S, Magill, 
Springfield, Dr. Geo. E. Vincent, President 
of the University of Minnesota, State Supt, 
F. G. Blair, Dr, R, P. Shepard, Chicago, 
and Dr. L. D. Coffman, University of Illi- 
nois. 

The Imperial Quartette of Chicago will 
furnish the music. 


In addition to the general sessions, the 
following sectional meetings will be held: 
Principals, Country Teachers, County Su- 
perintendents, College, Village Principals, 
High School, Primary, Music, Child Study, 


Commercial Teachers, 
Normal School Council, 

In addition to the addresses much im- 
portant business will be up for discussion. 
This will probably be one of those most 
successful meetings of the association. 

Supt, H. S. Magill of Springfield is pres- 
ident of the association, and Supt, G. P. 
Randle of Danville is chairman of the ex- 
ecutive committee. 


Parent-Teachers’, 


Report of Minnesota Educational Association 


The Educational Commission which 
has been working for over a year on plans 
to revise the Minnesota school system and 
to systemize the laws on this subject will 
report its recommendations to the next 


legislature and among the features of this 
report which most nearly affects our rural 
schools are the following: 

1. It is recommended that all schools 
of the county outside of the special and in- 
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cependent districts in the cities and larger 
illages be combined into a single common 
hool district, thereby abolishing for most 
urposes the present common school dis- 
icts, 

2. A board of five members shall be 
ected at large by the voters residing in 
is common district and this board shall 
en govern the common schools of the 
sunty. 

3. The county superintendent under 
is new arrangement would be appointed 
’ this county school board to serve for a 


term of four years and a candidate for the 
county superintendency must have certain 
educational qualifications and need not be 
a resident of the county nor necessarily of 
the state. It will thus make the county 
superintendency a life profession such as 
the city superintendency. 

4. For purposes of school taxation this 
large common school district of the county 
would be the unit, thus attempting to 
equalize and standardize the school condi- 
tions throughout the county. 


Fourth Annual Meeting of the National Council of Teachers 
of English 


The fourth annual meeting of the Na- 
onal Council of Teachers of English will 
e held in Chicago at the Auditorium Ho- 
‘1, November 26 to 28. The meeting of 
‘riday and Saturday forenoon are open to 
he public. A number of topics of great 
nportance at the present time will be dis- 
ust by those who have been giving spe- 
ial attention to them. Among these are 
Jconomy of Time in English, The Prepara- 


tion of Teachers, The Use of the Library, 
Training in Speech, and Uniform Gram- 
matical Terminology. The Council has a 
membership of 1,500 individuals and about 
twenty-five affiliated associations. It 
maintains sections for elementary teachers, 
high-school teachers, normal-school teach- 
ers, college teachers, teachers of public 
speaking, and librarians. 


Resolutions of Eastern Division 


Resolutions Adopted by the Eastern Di- 
vision of the Illinois State Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation in Session at Charleston, October 
16, 17, 1914. 

RESOLVED: That it is the sense of the 
Eastern Division of the Illinois State Teach- 
ers’ Association that the State Associa- 
tion at its next regular meeting should di- 
vide the State into definit divisions by 
naming the counties that comprise each 
district. 

RESOLVED: That we, the teachers of 
the Eastern Division of the Illinois State 
Teachers’ Association, give our unqualified 
endorsement to the State School Survey; 
that we urge upon all teachers energetic co- 


operation in the work of the Survey; that 
we advocate this state-wide scientific in- 
vestigation of the school situation in Ili- 
nois; that we be ready to provide on every 
occasion any statistics or other informa- 
tion called for by those who conduct this 
survey, 

And we further recommend that the find- 
ings of this Survey be used as a basis for 
a thorough revision of the Public School 
Laws of Illinois. 

GEO. W. BROWN, 

FISKE ALLEN, 

WILLIAM E. ANDREWS, 
Committee. 
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SCORE CARD FOR RURAL -SCHOOLS. 


Prepared by State Superintendent Ross of 
Kansas 


Report of County Superintendent to the 
School Board of District No. ........ 
Date of Visit 

Perfect School 


THE SCHOOL Score Score 


School House (150) 
Bilding 50 
Heating 15 
Ventilation 
Lighting 25 
Seating 10 
Blackboards 
Repairs 

School Grounds (60 
SETI. -sasilesiptnaseiipiavitchieginianssitiiennenenien 
Location 
Walks 
Trees and Shrubbery 
Apparatus 
Outbuildings 
Lawn 

Apparatus and Equipment (100) 
Globe 10 
Charts 5 
Maps 10 
Library 35 
Water Service 20 
Decorations 20 


School (75) 
Enrolment 10 
Attendance 20 
Pupils per Teacher 10 
Conduct of Pupils on ae 
Manual Training 5 
Home Economics 10 
Agriculture 10 
School Board (50) 
Visits 20 
Support 10 
Wages Paid Teacher 20 
Community (40) 
Interest - 15 
Social and Civic Center 10 
Co-operative Organizations.. 10 
Length of School Term 





















































Total Score 
Name of Teacher 








County Superintendent. 


THE TEACHER 
Should there be a heart so tender 
As a teacher of the youth, 
Guiding forth their waiting footsteps 
Higher in the paths of truth; 
Giving forth in fullest measure 
All the forces true to life; 
Thinking naught of menial service 
In preparing them for life? 
Looking forth into the future, 
Oh, how careful she should be! 
She must guide their waiting footsteps 
E’en into eternity. 
Patient, loving, sympathetic— 
Leading them to things above— 
She must get right close beside them 
With her great big heart of love. 
Much depends upon the teacher 
As their confidence is won. 
Oft to many lonely children 
Second mother she'll become. 
Down into the heart’s deep chambers 
She may be allowed to go, 
Touching there the very heart-strings, 
Their vibrations she may know. 
Every thought, desire, and motive 
Thus to her is open laid, 
As their hearts commune together 
Friendships true and firm are made. 
In the fitness of her wisdom 
High ideals she must show— 
Facing in each daily lesson 
Great men in the embryo. 
Men will rise to call her blessed, 
Women, too, her praise will sing, 
And her influence rise higher 
As in them she lives again. 
—CLARA A. ROSSITER, 
Teacher of Mitchell School, Chicago. 





OUR ADVERTISERS. 

Langslow Fowler Company, cover page 2 
School Furniture, Movable Chair Desks 
a Specialty. 

Western Newspaper Association, cover 
page 3, Ridpath’s History of the World. 
Use the coupon if you reply. 

Dow Wire & Iron Works, cover page 4 
Fire Escapes. 

You never need the Fire Escape until 
the fire breaks out. 

McKnight & McKnight, cover page 4 
Out line Maps and Class Record Books. 

Thomas Charles Co., cover page 4 
Kindergarten Materials. 

(Boost the Teacher.) 
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Illinois Young Peoples’ Reading Circles 


The Illinois Young People’s Reading 
ircle Board has selected 20 books for the 
ar 1914-15. These books may be ob- 
ind from Mr. F. A, Kendall, Naperviile, 
jinois, for $13.50. The books have been 
lected with the interests of the children 
the various grades in mind. 

Teachers and school offisials should co- 
erate with the management of the read- 
g circle board in its endeavor to substi- 
te good reading material for the trashy 
atter which too frequently falls into the 
nds of the average boy or girl whose 
ading receives no supervision or direc- 


tion. No one today questions the value of 
the reading circle movement, Every one 
recognizes that the only way to create taste 
for good literature is for one to be placed 
in environment that is saturated with it. 

The laws of the state permit school 
boards to provide reading circle books 
from public money, Where this is not 
possible the teacher may resort to such 
devices as festivals or entertainments for 
the raising of money, We believe that it 
is a good plan to add the complete set to 
each school each year. 


Resolutions of the Northwestern Division 


FIRST: We appreciate the legislation 
ding one million dollars to the distribu- 
ble school fund, and ask a biennial in- 
ease of a million dollars to this fund 
til it shall equal a two mill tax on the 
ial value of the property of the state, at 
hich time the two mill rate shall become 
e fixed rate for this appropriation. We 
rther recommend an amendment to the 
w enabling boards of education to apply 
e State Distributable Fund after such 
anner as shall best meet local needs. 

SECOND: We favor a law requiring 
e erection of school houses on plans pro- 
iding for proper heating, lighting, ven- 

‘ilation, seating and other sanitary ar- 
ingements as approved by the department 
f public instruction. 

THIRD: We favor the establishment 
of vocational courses as part of the pres- 
ent school system and under the present 
irrangement for school boards, and we 
strongly oppose the establishment of sep- 
arate schools under separate boards of ed- 
ucation, 

FOURTH: We favor the enactment of 
‘ law providing for an insurance and re- 
tirement fund applicable to all the teach- 
ers of the state, and we further recommend 
that the source of this fund shall be in 
part or in whole from public moneys and 
not be levied wholly upon the teachers” 
alaries. 


FIFTH: the form of 


Inasmuch as 
“ elling employed in the Illinois Teacher 

not representative of the theory or prac- 
‘ice of the teachers interested in this jour- 


nal, we recommend that this type of spell- 
ing be abolished in this journal, and we 
further recommend that this type of spell- 
ing be abolished with the conclusion of 
this year 1914, or immediately. 

Sixth: We favor the law providing 
free high school tuition for graduates of 
the eighth grade but recommend an amend- 
ment that the same may be more success- 
fully enforced. 

SEVENTH: We endorse the efforts of 
the state superintendent of public instruc- 
tion in providing a state educational sur- 
vey. 

EIGHTH: Resolved, That a plan be 
evolvd whereby the cost of the state ed- 
ucational survey be financed directly by 
boards of education rather than from the 
funds of the respective teachers’ associa- 
tions, inasmuch as such funds are the di- 
rect payments of the elementary school 
teachers. 

NINTH: In behalf of the Association 
we express our gratitude to La Salle and 
all its people for the very best treatment 
and to the officers and all concerned with 
this especially successful association. 

TENTH: We favor a large school 
unit for taxation and administration. 

ELEVENTH: We favor legislation for 
tenure of office for teachers, principals and 
superintendents. 

TWELFTH: We favor a minimum 
wage law. together with a ‘minjmum re- 
quirement law for. teachers. : 

_Signed_ R. Gc. ‘JONES, 
Chairman. 
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Handicaps of County Superintendents 


According to the testimony of county 
superintendents their greatest handicap is 
that of untrained and inefficient teachers. 
The next greatest is that of having too 
many schools to supervise. The others, 
arranged in the order of their difficulty as 
indicated by replies from county superin- 
tendents themselves, are the disinterested- 
ness of school patrons, lack of clerical help, 
low taxes, lack of co-operation of school 
offisers, and politics. 

Each of the handicaps just enumer- 
ated merits our attention. It is far easier 
to discover handicaps and obstacles than 
it is to remove them. How can we elimi- 
nate the untrained and inefficient teachers? 
There is no possible way of selecting only 
efficient teachers or of eliminating every 
inefficient teacher, but this represents an 
ideal toward which every commonwealth 
should strive. A number of states, among 
them Michigan, have already enacted leg- 
isiation looking toward the realization of 
this ideal. Indiana, New Jersey, New York, 
Massachusetts, California, Ohio and Illinois 
Special 


have minimum qualification acts. 
teacher training agencies, such as addition- 
al normal schools or normal school courses 
in high schools, have been established in 


Michigan, Wisconsin, 
Kansas, and Missouri. 

The second of the handicaps, that of 
having too many schools to supervise, may 
be removed or ameliorated by providing 
the county superintendent with assistants 
whose business it is actually to supervise 
the schools. Ohio has recently passed a 
law creating approximately 700 rural school 
supervisorships. Each supervisor is to 
have charge of a limited number of schools. 
In our opinion it would have been better if 
the Ohio law had provided for a few su- 
pervisors of special subjects instead of 
making them all supervisors of schools, It 
hardly stands to reason that Ohio can find 
700 persons who are well qualified to su- 
pervise all the elementary branches. Ohio’s 
law, however, represents an advance step. 
Only a few other states have anything like 
it; among them New York and Massachu- 
setts. Additional supervisors will make it 
possible actually to discover and eliminate 
the incompetent and inefficient and to im- 
prove the technique of those who remain. 


Minnesota, Iowa, 


May we hasten the day when other states 
will manifest the same interest in their 
rural schools and will actually provide, 
within the limits of their resources, compe- 
tent assistants for the county superintend- 
ents. 

It seems to us that if the first and sec- 
ond of the two difficulties are removed that 
the third—that of the disinterestedness of 
school patrons—is likely to disappear. 
With good supervisors and superior teach- 
ers, the schools will be used more as com- 
munity and social centers; the curriculum 
will be constructed to subscribe more 
closely to rural needs and conditions; ten- 
ure will become more permanent and faith 
in public education more wide-spread. In 
Illinois the majority of the rural teachers 
change schools every year. This drifting 
and desire for drifting is one of the most 
serious menaces of the rural schools. With 
good teachers, adequately compensated, 
and completely supervised, it will, in our 
opinion, largely disappear. 

The fifth of the difficulties experienced 
by county superintendents is a lack of 
clerical help. There is the same logical 
justification for providing superintendents 
with clerical help that there is for proyid- 
ing them with supervisory help. This is 
so obvious that it does not need to be em- 
phasized, but the sixth of the difficulties— 
low taxes—takes equal rank in importance 
with poor teachers and poor supervision. 
The best way of increasing the taxes levied 
for educational purposes is by state legis- 
lation. The state has assumed the prerog- 
ative of prescribing certain educational ac- 
tivities; this implies or presupposes that 
it must consider the means for realizing 
these. It must determine the amount of 
taxes that communities may levy and the 
amount that they must levy in order to 
maintain their schools a minimum length 
of term. If a community taxes itself to the 
limit and is still unable to support its 
schools the minimum length of term, the 
state must then step in and supply the ex- 
tra funds needed for this end, 

California has devised other means for 
stimulating local educational sentiment. It 
distributes state money on the basis of the 
number of teachers per school, Not only 
is a certain fixed amount appropriated for 
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ach teacher but, when a community or 
listrict is found that needs more teachers, 
he state offers to pay a certain amount of 
he extra teacher’s salary provided the lo 
al school district will pay the remainder. 
he state educational authorities also have 
he right to subsidize the introduction of 
ew courses or the establishment of new 
chools. If work in agriculture or domes- 
ic science is not provided, an amount the 
qual of that raised by the district, may 
e appropriated by the state to insure the 
itroduction of the new course. The same 
rocedure is followed in the creation of 
ew schools. It is remarkable how citizens 
ill respond to this device. They recognize 
hat it helps them to maintain their schools 
minimum length of term, that it provides 
sufficient teaching force, and that it keeps 
heir curriculum modern and up-to-date. 
Vhere county superintendents and the 
tate department are mutually interested 
a building up the schools, the authority of 
each will not be abused by practicing this 
nethod 
The last of the handicaps—that of pol- 
iiies—can be lessened in importance by 
dopting the Ohio scheme of having coun- 


vy superintendents appointed by county 
hoards of education, and further by provid- 
ing that the county superintendent shall 
have the sole power of numinating the spe- 


cial supervisors. In our opinion this is a 
better plan than for the state superintend- 
nt to appoint them, Eligibility should be 
determined on the basis of certain mini- 
mum qualifications. Geographical or ter- 
ritorial limits should play no part in the 
selection of county superintendents. In 
other words the best men to be found 
should be chosen irrespective of the place 
where they reside. Much the same situa- 
tion should prevail with regard to the se- 
lection of county superintendents as pre- 
vails with regard to the selection of city 
superintendents. One of the most abomi- 
nable features of our present system is 
that of requiring a county superintendent 
every two, three or four years to engage in 
a political campaign. Campaigns not only 


take money, they distract the attention of 
the superintendent away from his legiti- 
mate work. Even worse, perhaps, they are 
never absent from the superintendent’s 
mind and there are many instances where 
his administration has been colored by 
their contaminating influences, 

The seven handicaps to which we have 
referred do not include all those that coun- 
ty superintendents experience, but they are 
the worst ones. Not all of the possible 
remedies have been pointed out, but the 
most important ones—unless it be the con- 
solidation of schools—have been described, 
The current criticism that the rural 
schools are the weak point in the American 
school system has some truth in it, They 
are taught in some states (under our new 
qualification act this is no longer true in 
Illinois) by make-shift teachers who have 
no professional training and whose academ- 
ic qualifications are exceedingly meagre. 
They are supervised by men whose success 
is all too frequently measured by a polit- 
ical guage, a practice which is a menace to 
the schools, Even where this is not true 
the superintendent is so encumbered with 
clerical work that he has little time for 
actual supervision. Superintendents should 
be chosen because of their educational fit- 
ness, the office divorced from politics, a 
salary should be paid in proportion to the 
magnitude and importance of the work, 
and tenure should be based upon efficient 
service, 

These reforms will require a great 
campaign of enlightenment and education 
along broad lines. Public opinion must be 
aroused and shaped. May we work to- 
gether imbued with common hopes and 
common desires for the realization of these 
ideals. May we charge ourselves ever 
anew with the thought that the hope of 
the county rests with the common schools 
and that the rural schools constitute the 
largest part of the common schools. We 
are face to face with a great problem and 
an inviting field. Shall we join hands for 
its solution? 





THE ILLINOIS TEACHER 


Spelling Tests For the School Survey 


Professor Franklin Bobbitt of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, who is assisting in con- 
ducting the Illinois School Survey, has pre- 
pared a spelling test to be submitted to 
children in both the rural and city schools. 
The test is as follows: 

SPELLING TEST 

If the janitor sweeps, he will ralse a 
dust. Wait until the hour for recess to 
touch the button. Whose answer is ninety? 
Smoke was coming out of their chimney. 
Every afternoon the butcher gave the dog 
a piece of meat. One evening a carriage 
was stopping in front of my kitchen. 2} 
wear a number thirteen collar. Guess what 
made me sneeze. Send me a pair of leather 
shoes. I do not know, but I am almost sure 
they are mine. My uncle bought my cousin 
a pretty watch for forty dollars, The sol- 
dier dropped his sword. Jack had a whistle 
and also twelve nails. The ocean does not 
often freeze. You should speak to people 
whom you meet. It takes only a minute 
to pass through the gate and across the 
road, Did you ever hear a fairy laugh? 
The American Indian had a saucer without 


acup. Neither a pear nor a peach was at 
the grocery store today. Cut up a whole 
onion with a handful of beans. My piano 
lesson was easy. The animal ran into the 
road and straight against a tree. I believe 
true friends like to be together instead of 
apart. Telephone me on Tuesday if the to- 


bacco comes. The tailor sent a saucy 
telegram. Already the circus was begin- 
ning. Pigeons seem to be too beautiful to 
quarrel. I am trying to choose a towel. 
The chicken was fried in grease. 

Definit instructions for giving the test 
and for marking and recording the answers 


are stated upon the sheet that Professor 
Bobbitt has prepared, These forms may be 
secured either by addressing Professor 
Bobbitt of Chicago University or Mr. L, D. 
Coffman, Urbana, Illinois. 

It is hoped that a large number of 
teachers and superintendents will find it 
convenient to give this test. It is an adap- 
tion of Mr. Buckingham’s tests. Mr. Buck- 
ingham while at Teachers’ College, under 
the supervision of Professor Thorndike, 
standardized the spelling in the lower 
grades by securing a number of words that 
differ from one another by equal steps as 
to difficulty. These words are included in 
this test. This, of course, is much better 
than the list customarily used. In the cus. 
tomary lists the words are often collected 
upon no basis whatever and usually no at- 
tention is given to their relative difficulty. 





TEACHERS’ INSTITUTES 


In the early days of public education the 
annual teachers’ institute was a great pow- 
er in shaping general plans and methods 
of organizing and teaching a school. They 
furnished the county superintendent his 
best means for creating county standards 
and a county spirit. In their early history 
they extended over a period of several 
weeks and furnished academic instruction 
as well as pedagogical insight and inspira- 
tion. Although these institutes have 
changed greatly in recent years, they are 
still a great instrument for effecting county 
solidarity in school sentiment and school 
management. No doubt their work could 
be represented in the educational survey. 
—Educational Press Bulletin. 
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